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Captivating True Story of Two Families Torn Apart by Loss 
Finding Each Other and the Strength to Move Forward 

The Color of Rain beautifully tells the love story of two families becoming one 
 
Grand Rapids, Mich., June 8, 2011 – In a culture where royal weddings and whirlwind romances fill the 
tabloid covers, a true love story born of tragedy and pain stands above. A new nonfiction titled The Color 
of Rain: How Two Families Found Faith, Hope, & Love in the Midst of Tragedy (Oct. 2011) tells the 
remarkable true story born from cancer slowly robbing one young family of a father and suddenly taking a 

mother from her own young family. What unfolds is a deep love story that brings 
together two families told first hand by the couple who lived it.   
 
In their debut book, Michael and Gina Spehn lay their hearts on the page. Nearly six 
years ago, both of their spouses died within six weeks of each other. Matt Kell was 
diagnosed with terminal cancer and died on Christmas Day 2005, leaving his wife 
and two young sons heartbroken. Six weeks later Cathy Spehn went to the doctor 
for a lingering headache and was diagnosed with a brain tumor. She died 17 days 
later.  
 
Matt and Cathy had been childhood friends who were both living outside of Detroit 
where their kids went to the same school. Even though their spouses, Michael and 
Gina, had never met, their lives were already beginning to overlap. When tragedy 

struck and cancer claimed Matt and Cathy, it also left a mark on the two young families.  
 
Michael and Gina formed an instant bond when they met at Cathy’s visitation service. It was an 
understanding that can only result from common circumstances. When they first spoke, Michael told Gina, 
“Lots of people are here tonight. Friends and family…. You and I just met, but you’re the only one I know 
here.” Both were grief-stricken from losing their treasured spouse and faced with the immense 
responsibility of raising a family on their own. As Michael and Gina turned to each other for support, so did 
their five children who formed instant friendships.  
 
As the two families became closer, Michael and Gina realized what they felt for each other went much 
deeper than friendship and support; they were falling in love. After months of covertly dating, they 
approached their kids about the idea of becoming one family, and received a resounding ‘yes!’ from their 
kids. A short six weeks later they were married. 
 
In The Color of Rain, Michael and Gina openly share the impact of losing a spouse and the grief and loss 
only another widow can understand. They masterfully tell how the tragic deaths affected their five kids 
and how it molded them together creating a blended family where their kids simultaneously celebrate the 
memory of their lost parents and embrace Michael and Gina as their mom and dad. Matt and Cathy’s 
legacies live on and are forever intertwined in the beauty of the blended Spehn-Kell family.   
 
The book began as a way for Michael and Gina to capture details and memories for their young children, 
but it quickly became a much larger project. “We realized the impact of our story on many people around  
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us,” said Gina. “We felt compelled to write beyond the details to share the gifts of God's grace in our 
losses and the incredible legacy of generosity and faith given us by our spouses.”  
 
Michael and Gina felt compelled to do more than just share their story. In memory of Matt and Cathy, 
they started a foundation to help other families dealing with terminal cancer. The New Day Foundation for 
Families is dedicated to bringing hope and understanding to children who lose a parent to cancer. Michael 
and Gine also host a weekly radio program in Detroit called Your Family Matters.  
 
About Michael & Gina Spehn 
Michael Spehn owns Spehn Photography & Design, and is co-creator and 
a presenter of First Manage Yourself Well™, a national Christian leadership 
program. He also coaches high school basketball and is co-Founder of The 
New Day Foundation for Families.  
 
Gina Kell Spehn spent ten years working in the advertising industry and 
is currently Director of the New Day Foundation for Families, a nonprofit 
organization created by the Spehns to help the families of young children 
who have lost a parent to cancer. 
 
Product Details 
Color of Rain: How Two Families Found Faith, Hope, & Love in the 
Midst of Tragedy 
Michael & Gina Spehn  
Hardcover, Jacketed: 288 pages  
Publisher: Zondervan (October 2011)  
Language: English  
ISBN-10: 0310331978  
ISBN-13:  9780310331971 
List Price: $22.99  
 
About Zondervan 
Zondervan is the world's leading Christian publisher of books whose authors are noted for their excellence 
in the craft of writing as well as their worthy contribution to the ongoing global evangelical conversation. 
The works published by Zondervan not only confirm readers' faith and understanding, they also challenge 
and stretch readers' thinking. For more than 75 years, Zondervan has delivered transformational Christian 
experiences through general, ministry, and academic resources by influential leaders and emerging voices, 
and been honored with more Christian Book Awards than any other publisher. Headquartered in Grand 
Rapids, Mich., Zondervan publishes bestselling books, audio, video, curriculum, software, 
and digital products. Zondervan resources are sold worldwide through retail stores, online, and by 
Zondervan ChurchSource, and are translated into nearly 200 languages in more than 60 countries. Visit 
Zondervan Books on the Internet at www.zondervan.com/books. 
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Possible Story Ideas 

The Color of Rain 
 
Blended families 
All blended families are different, and the Kell-Spehn family is an example of a blended family that bonded 
over the extreme circumstances of losing parents/spouses. But some aspects of blended families are 
always the same - acceptance of a step parent, communication issues, sibling rivalry, etc. Michael and 
Gina were extremely careful when bringing up the idea of combining their families with their children. 
They certainly don’t claim to be experts, but their first-hand experience creating and living with a blended 
family can inspire other single parents wary of the idea of a blended family to consider the possibility and 
also give tips to families struggling to create a better blended family.    
 
Kids & Grief  
Kids grieve very differently than adults. Their grief is different based on their age, and it changes as they 
grow up. Michael and Gina were grief-stricken themselves while trying to shepherd five kids through their 
individualized grief. After a major loss, many kids simply shut down or they begin to act out. Telling 
Michael and Gina’s story from the perspective of their grieving children can help other parents dealing with 
loss in the family – from something as serious as a parent dying to smaller tragedies like the family dog 
dying (which Michael had to inform his kids about only weeks after their mother passed). 
 
Talking to Someone after a Tragedy 
There are multiple ways people respond to someone else after a tragedy. Gina shares the different ways 
people let her know they were thinking about her after Matt’s death. There are the “Nikes” who see a need 
and “just do it” and those who immediately started sending the casseroles and comfort food. A small 
gesture can go a long way, from showing up to help stuff thank you cards or even an offer of “if you ever 
need anything” makes a difference. This can be a much lighter take about Michael & Gina’s story – but a 
helpful one to anyone who doesn’t know what to do or say to someone suffering.  
 
Father-Son Estrangement 
For three years before his wife died, Michael and his father were not speaking. They had worked together 
out in California and the relationship had broken down to the extent that Michael moved his family back to 
Michigan. When Cathy was diagnosed with terminal brain cancer, Michael had an insurmountable desire to 
have his father there. He always thought he would get around to making amends with his father, but it 
took his wife’s diagnosis to reach out. Michael called his father after not speaking for three years and 
asked him to fly across country to be there. His father was on the first flight. 
 
 
For an interview with Michael and Gina Spehn or to discuss a story idea, contact Robin Barnett 

at 616.340.8466 or robin.a.geelhoed@gmail.com  
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Possible Interview Questions 
Michael & Gina Spehn, authors of The Color of Rain 

 
1. The Color of Rain is immensely personal. Why was it important to capture your story in the written 

word?  
 

2. You talk about your blended family and how you don’t use “step-parent” labels. What’s your family 
dynamic like now? Does Gina still get called Phyllis?  
 

3. How did your kids handle their grief? What advice do you have for parents who are dealing with a 
tragedy?  
 

4. Gina, did having Matt’s journal help you grieve? He also made videos, correct? How have those 
videos affected your sons? 
 

5. Michael, did you really have to tell your kids that their dog died right shortly after their mother 
died? How did that go over? 

 
6. What did you learn about yourself during the writing process? Did you learn anything surprising 

about each other? 
 

7. Can you describe the first family dinner you had with both your families? 
 

8. Once you two decided to start dating how hard was it to keep it a secret from your kids? Did they 
suspect anything? 
 

9. Gina, Is it true the Michael’s kids made him sign a contract saying he would never remarry? How 
did they welcome you into the family after that? 
 

10. What is the significance of the title, The Color of Rain? 
 

11. Michael, can you describe your emotions when your father came to the hospital to visit Cathy?  
 

12. What advice do you have for sons who have lost contact with their fathers? 
 

13. Why did you start New Day Foundation? What has your involvement with the organization meant to 
you? 
 

 
 

For an interview with Michael and Gina Spehn, contact Robin Barnett at 616.340.8466 or 
robin.a.geelhoed@gmail.com  

 


